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SUBJ: TRAVEL FREEZE: REQUEST FOR EXCEPTION 

1. EMBASSY REQUESTS EXCEPTION TO TRAVEL FREEZE TO PERMIT 
SCIENCE COUNSELOR TO TRAVEL TO NOVOSIBIRSK FEBRUARY 16-20. 
PURPOSE OE VISIT, ASIDE FROM FAMILIARIZATION WITH IMPORTANT 
SCIENCE CENTER THERE, IS TO MAKE PREPARATIONS FOR THREE 
UPCOMING COOPERATIVE PROJECTS IN NOVOSIBIRSK IN ORDER TO 
AVOID SOME OE PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED IN PAST. 

2. REASONS EOR SCHEDULING VISIT AT THIS TIME ARE: 

A) AVAILABILITY OF USIA EMPLOYEE AS TRAVELING COMPANIOM, 
WHICH MEANS THAT EMBASSY MUST FINANCE ONLY ONE 
PERSON’S TRAVEL; 

B) SCHEDULING OF EXCHANGE PROJECTS, ONE OF WHICH IS DUE 
TO BEGIN WITHIN THREE WEEKS OF TRIP; AND 

C) SCIENCE COUNSELOR'S TIGHT SCHEDULE IN MOSCOW 
WITH INCOMING GROUPS, WHICH MAKES LATER 
TRAVEL DIFEICULT. 
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